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WHAT INCOMES OF ALL FATTEHM 0OIHS 


The law pr*©vides that specimens of all **patterns** struck at the 
Mint,— 1. e, coins struck from dies different from those In use, 
as patterns x^or proposed new issues—should he presented to the 
various nmismatic societiesi but the Mint officials have always 
refused to essecute it* The patterns, for example, of this year, , 
were all distributed amongst members of Congress and ffiends ©f Mint 
officials, and were refused to societies, although seasonable appli¬ 
cation ms made in at least one Instance* This wlriole business of 
Mint patterns has been very singularly managed, and, to extent, 
is so still* It has been estimated that in lB 59 and i860 fifty 
thousand dollars* worth of patterns were struck and disposed'of at 
the Mint, td.thout any benefit to the Oovernment at whose expense they 
were c©it;©d.* Copies were not even put into the Government collection 
of its coins, which is inferior, (except in Washingtons) to the 
most ordinai-y collections, while the officials, in whose charge it 
is, take 11. pains to fill its numerous gaps* Buring Mr, Lincoln*s 
administration these abuses stopped, but of Xa,te years they have begun 
again* For example, numerous pattern dollars, struck between I869 and 
1874, have Ince then ttjrned up and passed into the hands of collectors 
none of which appear in the Government collect ion or were dlstx^ibuted 
in a lawful manner to numismatic societies, while favored individuals 
collected at a trifling expense sets which sold at large sums* Over 
$100 -piece have been paid for some of these mysterious pieces* We 
notice in a late catalogue a medal described as a rarity which will 
no doubt bring a good price. The dies for it were made within two 
years at the Government Mint, by the Mint workmen, with the Mint 
machine, but none of the medals are in the Government collection, (or 
were a short time ago,) and none have appeared in the Mint sale-list 
or for distribution to ntamlsmatlc societies. All this seems to show 
that laws for the distribution of Government favors are one thing, and 
their enforcement quite another* --New York Nation, 1879 
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The 1910 NUMISMATIST 
Reminiscences of Ghas. K* Warner 


Various publications in recent months regarding the first 
united States Mint and the many discussions of the use and misuse 
of coin dies in early mint days have been subjects of extraordinary 
interest to Charles K. Warner, the veteran medallist of Philadelphia* 

In comparison with the recent destruction of all coinage dies 
excepting those in actual use, and the now prescribed rigid regula¬ 
tions as to the care and destruction of dies, the following commun¬ 
ication to the NUMISMATIST from Mr. Warner makes interesting reading 
at this time: 

”1 have at times in the past promised to write you something 
regarding my boyhood days around the old mint building, which still 
stands on the east side of Seventh street and which was pictured 
and featured in the January and February NUMISMATIST of this year. 

”My father, the late John S. Warner, who from 1823 to 1868 was 
the oldest established medallist in the United States, was well 
acquainted with a certain William Sellers who for many years conducted 
the business of a silversmith in the old mint building. He occupied 
the entire first floor and a greater part of the basement. In the 
latter part of 18^7 Mr. Sellers gave to my father a large number of 
old coin dies which were a part of a great lot of both obverse and 
reverse dies for all the silver and copper denominations that Sellers 
found in the old building when he first occupied it years before. It 
was stated at that time that these were found among general rubbish 
when the basement was cleaned. Most of the dies were considerably 
rusted, chipped on the edges, or cracked across the face. My father 
having no use for the old dies gave them to a particular friend of 
his, the then Chief Coiner of the mint, which was then located in 
Chestnut street near Broad. 

”As a lad I frequently visited the old mint building on errands 
to Mr. Sellers for my father and often played about the building with 
a son of Sellers, who was about my age, I well remember the old vault, 
I could have easily explored the vault, and no doubt could have found 
many things which, if preserved, would be of great interest today, 
but lad that I was, I had no interest in such things.” 
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The origin of that wonderful 180U dollar becomes more 
clearly distinguished as time advances* J.N.T.Leviclc authorizes 
us to say that one was offered him in 1869# but he "took no 
stock in it" because he saw at a glance that it w^s a restrike| 
a former collector who called at pur office,stated that he saw 
and could easily have obtained one at the time»but that he would 
not buy. Old Philadelphia dealers say that the number offered 
at sales bears no comparison to the number privately offered 
and sold, and that the supply from the old woman’s hoard down 
in Jersey is by no means exhausted* 

It is now also positively known that dollars of 1801, 

1802, and 1803 were restruck by the same parties who restruck 
the l80ii dollar. These were called "proofs from abroad", and 
found a ready sale among collectors. 
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Washington, B* 0 *, April 23 # 1 B 85 


Mason % Co* 

Cants, '•••Is thor© not more to bo said about th© IO04 Bnltod-* 

Ststss dollars than is generally known among colleetors? It has fre¬ 
quently been stated, that the f=les of this dollar haw been .destroyea, 
there were struek off, at the United-States islnt In Philadelphia upon 
two occasions, several speclujena* How 1 ® it In regard to this matter? 
and how many l80l| dollars are extant? and where located? 

luititia* 

RlPiy. 

We can only give the stories current during the exhibition of 
speeimens of the l 80 i| United-States silver dollars to coin dealers 
and collectors! and on© of these rumors was to the effect, that either 
Adam Hckfeldt or his son surreptitiously struck off In 1858 three 
specimens of the I80.4 dollars, each having a plain edge* These speci¬ 
mens were exhibited to us in IB6O, by Hckfeldt, jun*, and offered for 
sal© at seventy dollars each* They wera very fine proof-looking 
pieces, and one of them was sold to a coin iealer (William Idler of 
Philadelphia), and sold by him to a collector, and afterwards recover¬ 
ed through the efforts of H, G, Davis, and, ^1dth th© other two speci¬ 
mens, returned to a committee for destruction, at the United-States 
mint. The '“ies were than sealed up until Marshal Hillward*s director¬ 
ship of the mint during the latter years of th© Hebellion, and then 
taken out of a safe, unsealed, and a number of ol i dollars, smoothed 
down, used ©s planehots, In consequence of having th© lettered edges, 
and several (some rumors gave the number as twelve) l80l|. dollars struck. 
After this second uso of the dies in an illegal manner, they were 
defaced and destroyed. We give this story just as w© heard it; and 
would add, that on© of these pieces was oxtilblted at a coin sal© In 
New York, in our presence and the presence of Mr, bevick and Professor 
Anthon, and, perhaps, Edward Cogan. The piece seemed to be DISHING, 
or sunken, in the field| was bright as a proof, but th© edge was unmis¬ 
takably old, and apparently the edge of an ole dollar! while all 
pronounced the piece lighter in weight than the silver dollar of early 
date?. Another of these re-strikes turned up' subsequentl;r In Morris¬ 
town, N. J., and one was in the poesesslon of a Mr. Thatcher of 
Thtladelphifti another in Liverpool, as lato as I87I}.* In regard to the 
present ©whership,of th© original I604 dollar© and the re-strikea, w© 
are unable to'looste'mere than seven or ©ighi Bpoclmpnaj-vis:., bn© in 
the United-States-mint (perhaps tMo)| one in Mr* L. ' Marmelee^a 
cabinet, Boston! one in Salem, Mass. (Col* K. A* Stiokney, owner)| 
on© in th© Furman Cabinet, Providence, R, I.,; the Oohen dollar, in 
¥* B* ¥©tmore*s ea.bin©t| on© ln’'B,'C* Davis*a cabinet, Philadelphia! 
on© In W* S* Appleton’s cabinet! and on© now in Chapman’s hands, to 
b© sold on th© ll^th of th© present month. It is our Impression that 
a full ”baker’s doson^ of l80i|. .dollars is ©xtmnt! but, more or less, 
t e fact remains, that either original or re-strik© will bring over 
one thousand dollars at a public coin-sale. 






This article from the Coin Collectors’ Journal of l 885 # pag© 111 # 
seems to contain most of the information about the l 8 oi}. dollars 
that was known to the average ^expert” of that era. 

”Care should be observed bv all collectors, not to con¬ 
fuse the restrikes of 1858 and later, up to 1869, when 
the dies were actually destroyed, with the original 
issues of the year iSOlj..” 


Here is a typical inquiry to the AJN editor in I866. 

"Further information is desirable concerning the l 80 lj. 
dollar. Is it an original? Is it one of the few 
struck about I838? Is it one of the batch issued 
from the Mint by one of the young gentlemen holding 
sway there a few years since, or is it from the cele¬ 
brated factory in Ann Street, Hew York?” 


These are the opinions of an auction reviewer as stated in the 
AJH in 1866. 

"Pattern prices, which have been constantly going down 
since the United States Mint passed into the hands of 
the present family, showed the usual falling off in a 
more marked degree*” 
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JU4,d now, mif dear sir, i am able, X trua-t’* to set ,at 
rest all doubt in re^arc to aii^- furtaer re<^strljcxn4; of old 
dies of rare and pattern pieces, asin a conversation with lix, A 
Louden Snowden, the Chief Coiner at the fiat, end who has 
entire control of the dies, he nas alxowea me to state,in 
his name, tnrough your journal, nis positive assurai^ce that 
to his knowledge there is not a single die existing back of 
1869;ana, in regard to the nine pattems^ lately issued, there 


are one hundred sets to be struck and tfehe dies v/ill be liiiewi^.e"' 

destrlyed. 
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THE OOIJ? COIXSCTOS'S JOHimAI, Msi?cb, I876 pege 63 


At th^ time of the Jewett sale, and while awaiting the hour of 
btislnese, we had the pleasure, in consaon with several collectors 
present, of inspecting four American dollars, dates l801, l802, 1803 
and 1804 • three first named are not particularly rare dates, and 

are generally found In collections, but, what gave them very great 
value in the eyas of all present, was their perfectly uncirculated, 
in fact, proof condition* It is pretty well knovm that in the early 
days of the Republic but few coins were placed in collections in this 
country, hence a very limited number of proofs were struck* In look** 
ing at these coins, we could but regret that the chaste and elegant 
designs of our national coinage In those days had not been perpetuated* 
Indeed, all Innovations have been so many steps taken backward, and 
the further w® advance in our theoretical knowledge of art, the less 
able we appear of carrying out its principles and of applying its 

rules* I^bis applies particularly to the mint issues of the present 
day, look at the uninteresting and lifelaas Goddess of Liberty, with 
a scared look and shapeless arm, of a twenty cent silver piece, and 
compare it with the striking and lifelike featua^es of a 1?93 wreath 
or ring cent, and further ooi?saents will he unnecessary* fhe remark* 
able coins alluded to, came from England, where they foHand part of 
a private collection, and where they would probably have remained, 
had they not been discovered by that indefatigable^hunter of rare 
American coins, Mr* J. K, Haseltine of Philadelphia* At a time vrtien 
Americans pa.ld but little attention to collections of coin®, there 
were as eager collectors in England among our trans-atIantic cousins, 
as can be found among us to*day, and hence many choice specimens of 
the early American coinage found their way into Ing11sh cabinets and 
private collections* fhe 1804 dollar, the rarest of the series, was 
in good though not uncirculated condition, and was offered for sal© 
at hundred dollars* W® were told that a 1795 Fillet Head, a proof 
dollar, from the -same source, is now in the possession of a gentleman 
In Philadelphia, equal in design, execution, and rarity to the best 
specliaens of the American mint* 

I'd Pros sard 


{fhe Jewett sal© was held in Hew York Oity, January 24*»28, 18 t6,) 
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The life of Franklin Peale was described in detail 
in a paper read before the American Philosophical Society 
at the time of his death in 1870 by Robert Patterson. 

This was published in full in Mason’s Monthly 
Co|n and Stamp Collectors Magazine beginning March,1871 
Vol»t No 3 and continuing monthly through Sept.1871 Vol*5 No.9. 
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The Public Library has two 
books in which the DuBois family 
is mentioned 

Old Olster, Vol. 1 

Colonial Men and Times 

Inquire at Reference Dept. 

They do not have a list of 
genealogies 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEMM 
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The l804 dollar has been re-struck. The dies were not 
destroyed until the year i860, and 1 believe the pieces were 
struck from the dies, upon two occasions, a short time prior 
to this year. Disgraceful as the fact is—true as it is, that 
these pieces were re-struck in the United States mint by some 
of its employees, no doubt, for the purpose of speculation; 
and a re-struck specimen now graces the Mint Cabinet, and it 
is described in the most glowing terms to strangers as one of 
the most valuable pieces in the collection worth, no doubt, one 
thousand dollars. The custodians of the collection know full 
well, that their piece is a re-strike, for I am indebted to 
one of them for this information. I wonder that they allow 
the piece to remain, testifying as it does, to the past queer 
doings of the Mint. 


Harold F. THE EARLY HALP-DIMES OF THE UNITED STATES 

p, 8. 
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Immtine la dold or Brasher or What 


»Mr. Matthew A.Stickney, of Salem, Maes., proeared hie 
silirer dollar of l80li at the Philadelphia Mint, in iSltd^ 
in exchange for the gold doubloon (Immune Columbia, 1763 ) 
struck by Brasher in Hew fork. Mr. Stickney was fortunate 
enough to find two of the latter in Hew fork at the coat 
of bullion.” 

fhe three errors in on® sentence are underlined. 

( ) American Journal of Kumisaatics, fol. 16, No. 2 (Oct. I88l), 

p. 1^1. 









EDWARD COGAN, TABLE OF GOLD SILVER AND COPPER 
COINS NOT ISSUED BI THE UNITED STATES MINT • 
NEW YORK 1871 


TABLE OF COINS THAT WERE NOT ISSUED BY THE 
UNITED STATES MINT. 


OOtiD OOHSTAG^E, 

Double Eagles. 

None ieeued until 1840, which was struck as a pattern. 

Eagles, 1st Coinage, 1796. 

None issued in 1802, 1805 and 1837 inclusive. 

Half Eagles, 1st Coinage, 1796. 

None issued in 1816 and 1817. 

Many Collectors will be surprised that I have not included the 
1801 and 1815 amongst those not coined. In regard to the first, my 
reason for not doing so is similar to that expres^d about the 1804 
Half Dollar, and in regard to the 1815,1 happen to know of tw in 
different Collections at the present moment 

Quarter Eagles, 1st Coinage, 1796. 

None issued in 1799, 1800, 1801, 1803, 1809 to 1820 
inclusive, 1822, 1823 and 1828. 

Three Dollar Pieces. 

None issued until 1854. 

One Dollar Pieces. 




None issued until 1849. 



EDWARD COGAN, TABLE OP GOLD SILVER AND .cSfP 
COINS NOT ISSUED BTf THE UNITED STATES MINT " 
New York I 87 I " 
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John Kojser 2 dito. 

icolas Sinderling.2 days. 

John Ih'iiiig.ID dito. 

Mathias Sumer.1 dito, 

“21.—8 carpenters at work this day taking down the still-house 
frame.” 


The foundation stone of the Mint was laid on the 31st of July, as 
appears from the following memorandum in the same book; “IT92, 
July 31.—This day, about 10 o’clock in the forenoon, the foundation 
stone was laid for the Mint by David Rittenhouse, Esq’'.” As soon 
as the ceremony of laying the corner-stone wa%!*accomplished, the 
work upon the foundation commenced, as appears from the subjoined 
memorandum: “Four masons at work since 10 o’clock a.m.,” which 
appears under the same date. 


The foundation was completed and ready for the superstructure on 
Saturday the 25th of August following, and the framework was raised 
in the afternoon of that day. The work was rapidly pushed forward 
after this date; and the building was so far completed that the work¬ 
men commenced operations “in the shop,” preparing the internal 
arrangements, such as bellows, furnaces, etc., on Friday, the seventh 
of September. On the Tuesday following, six pounds of old copper 
were purchased for the Mint, at “Is. 3d,” per pound—this being 
the first “purchase of copper for coinage.” 

The coining presses, (three in number,) which they were obliged to 
import from abroad, arrived at the Mint on Friday, the twenty-first 
of September; and under date of twenty-fifth of September, the same 
book from which we have before quoted, states that “Flute began, 
after breakfast, triming the heavy press.” These presses were put in 
operation in the beginning of October, and were used for striking the 
half dimes, of which Washington makes mention in his Annual Ad¬ 
dress to Congress, of the 6th November, 1792, as follows: “There 
has also been a small beginning in the coinage of half dimes; the 


want of small coins in circulation calling the first attention to them.” 
Between this time and the close of the year 1792, several other pieces 
made their appearance from the Mint, all which will be noticed under 
the head of ^‘pattern piecesf at the close of this article. The first 


J.R#Snowden, A description off ancient 
modern coins in the cabinet of the mint 
the United States ( Phila i 860 ) 


and 

og 
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There is much dispute among numismatists in regard to the coin- 
ag.^ of dollars in the year 1805. It is often contended that 321 
pieces were struck; and, in fact, the Director’s Report of that year is 
the authority for the statement. In ‘^Bullion Journal AJ we find 
the following entry on page 363, under date of June 28, 1805. We 
give the entry as it stands upon the Journal:— 

“Stiver Coinage . Dr. to Chief Coiner his account of silver 

received from him in pursuance of a warrant of the Director 
No. 349. 

“34,000 Quarter dollars. 

“321 Dollars, being found amongst Spanish dollars brought to the 
mnt.» 


This entry settles the question, that the issue of tfat number of 
pieces took place; and also, that they were not dollars of 1806, but 
of previtnu dates. 

Ho further change of importance took place until the employment 
^ Mr. Reich, as Assistant Engraver, in 1801, who, as before stated, 
immediately commenced the preparation of new dies. Up to the 
time the new die made its appearance there had been issued from the 
Mint about Ml,076 half dollars, 220,643 quarter dollars, and 165,000 
dimes of the old type. The attention of the Assistant Engraver, 
which appears to have been first directed to the silver coins, s^ms 
to hare been confined to J,he preparation of dies for the half dollar 
only, as we find that there was no coinage of the smaller denomina- 
tioas after the time above alluded to. The emission of half dollars 
of the new type was very large, as a reference to the table wiH show. 


The new die is described as follows: Obv. A bust of Liberty, with 
the Roman mantle, facing to the left. Upon the head is a liberty- 
eap, inscribed with the word “libirtt.” The hair falls gracefully 
over the Aoulders. Upon the left of the effigy are seven stars, and 
to the right six, thirteen in all. Beneath is the date “ 1807.” Rev 
An ettfie, with its wings expanded in flight, grasping three, arrows 
in the left, and an olive branch in the right talon. Upon its breast 
k suspended the United States shield. The motto, “x pluribub 
enDM,” floats upon a scroll above. Legend, “dnitxd otaiw op 
HWIIJA.” .“60 a” On the edge is inscribed “pipty oxins o« 

J.R.Snowden, A Description of the Ancient 
and Modern Coins in the Cabinet^ of the Mint 
of the United States (Phila i 860 ) 






